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Lots of learning!

The fortnight since half term has flown by and
we are already deep into new learning for this
half term.

Upper school have been on a visit to INTECH
where they explored all kinds of space-based
science investigations and learning. Sprat &
Winkle have been exploring forest school and
this week learned how to light a Kelly kettle
and keep it going so that they could have a
hot chocolate! Lower school have been
learning about Diwali and festivals around the
world and are looking forward to their Indian
dance workshop next week.

In assembly, we have been thinking about how
to live our value of ‘RESOURCEFUL" in our
learning.

In order to be resourceful, you need to make
links, imagine, wonder and use physical
resources as well as ask good questions.

We have been learning about how ‘imagine’
and ‘wonder’ play a critical part in our learning.
Whether it's in our play when we're
pretending to be things or assigning meaning
to objects or in maths where we're picturing a
number line in order to solve a mathematical
problem. We also use wonder when we're
spelling. Children have a plethora of spelling
choices to make every time they write a word.
Wondering which choice to make, trying it out
and making links back to known rules and
patterns is a fundamental skill of being a great
speller — only in a few lucky people have a
photographic memory after all!

Please remember, times tables rock stars
should be done x4/week and by the end of
Year 4, ALL children should know all tables to
12x12. This takes practice and time.

Mrs Jefferies
Headteacher

14 November 2025

Thank you

I am reminded daily of the sense of team that it takes to make our
school function well. Thank you to those who turned out on a Saturday
morning to help keep our grounds tidy and up together. You did a
fabulous job and the planting in the Early Years area will show your hard
work in the spring!

Thank you also to FOSS and all volunteers who helped stage a really
fantastic pumpkin party. It was the perfect pace, range of activities and
things to interest the children and raise a lot of money in one go.
Thanks to all of you for bringing your children along, engaging with the
event and supporting the school.

Thanks to Kat Brown too for organizing a very successful Bag2School
event over the weekend and early this week - your unwanted items
raised an easy £165 for FOSS funds which are always diverted to things
your children need in school or to subsidise visits and trips.

Ordering lunches

You are able to order a school dinner on the day as long as it is
placed on the app before 9am - | hope that helps you out!

The roast gammon was delicious this week and next week sees the
third week of meals from the three week cycle. CleverChefs have
now already exited administration and are trading fully with a new
owner. Supply chains have been created now so if your child wasn't
keen for example, on the sausages or fish fingers, they will be
different next time around.




Music

Guitar and Piano are in full swing with Kev and Mr Seymour
respectively. The Guitar Christmas concert will be held on
Wednesday10th December.

Sports

We have had a cracking start to the school year in sporting
competitions with wins and great team spirit at the cross
country, the girls football triumph and a great
representation by the boys at their football competition
which didn’t reach its conclusion and will be replayed in
May.

Now it's time for year 1/2 to have a go and a small team
of 4 are representing our school on Tuesday next week

at Kurling. Good luck!

This term, we've gone off-piste a little with our musician of
the term choice and we're learning all about Indie-Pop
(similar to K-Pop which originates from Korea but this time,
from India). Children will be listening to the tunes from this
genre from next week - our playlist for 2025-26 musician of
the term choices is publicly available on Amazon music and
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Huge congratulations to Ava in year 6 is called (imaginatively!!) '25-26 Musician of the term’.

who has smashed her 7 week trial with »
Chelsea and been taken on in their INTO FILM I
Under 11s 2025-26 team for the FESTIVAL
season - what an achievement! Your
kit looks super smart Ava.

FREE

This week, Upper School
visited Stockbridge

DB Ype O Community Cinema to
We loved seeing Billy’s medal for his
win at rugby this week too - well done
Billy!

Please do share any sporting successes
with us - we love celebrating them with
vour children.

Watch ‘Wicked'. The cinema donate a significant
amount of money to school each year and this is an
important opportunity to immerse themselves in film and
drama and with Wicked - a sing along. Year 5/6 have a
Wicked medley to learn for Young Voices too. Thank you
to Stockbridge Cinema!

REGULAR ﬁ UPDATES

Keeping you up to date with regular goings on in school

Let’s talk about
our kids and
their tech

PARENT TALK WITH HANNAH:

Hannah
Verney

Lloyd

Hannah is a qualified teacher with over ten years of experience
and, most recently, served as an Assistant Head Pastoral at a
London prep school. She is passionate about mental health and
wellbeing and cares deeply about empowering parents,
children, and teenagers as they navigate managing their online
lives to achieve the best possible mental health and happiness.

STOCKBRIDGE PRIMARY AND PRE SCHOOLS

She joined PAPAYA through her voluntary work with
Smartphone-Free Childhood, and after hearing a talk by
Jonathan Haidt, she became more convinced than ever that
the safest space for children is one where they are free to be
themselves.

DATE & TIME

WEDNESDAY 19™ NOVEMBER 2025 — 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM

Topics
Helping families to « The link between mental health and wellbeing
thl‘ive ln a dlglta]. age and spending too much time online

o Strategies for delaying the smartphone
Parenting in the digital age has never been
more complex, with issues surrounding
screen time, social media use, and gaming.

« Strategies for families to achieve a healthy
balance with technology

¢ Question and discussion time
Many parents are concerned about their
children’s mental health, especially the
impact of screens on it.

"The talk is so relevant, full of insight and eye-

In this interactive talk, Hannah unpacks
some of the complex issues surrounding
smartphone use and, in a non-judgmental
manner, aims to help you find solutions that
work for your family.

opening. You will walk away inspired to connect,
reflect, and find out more. | highly recommend it.”

— Claire Curtis, parent and SFC volunteer.



Year R

In S&W we have been busy learning about
space - there have been lots of rockets and
aliens about! We also had a great time in
Forest School using the Kelly Kettles to
make hot chocolate. We've been practicing
forming the numbers 1,2 and 3 as well.

Lower School

~ In Lower School we have been building our

knowledge of Harvest in RE using the Harvest
" Loaf, we have talked about bread as a symbol
and what it means to us. The Living Rainforest
. school trip was fantastic, the children enjoyed
* using their science knowledge in context and
loved seeing the animals up close!

Upper School

Clubhouse

We are settling into some good routines this half
term in Clubhouse to make it calm, consistent
and happy. We recognize that this time of the
day is tricky for children so we've built in some
down time, snacks and play.

3.15pm - children are collected from their
classrooms. They take their belongings to the
pegs in the hall which makes for a more efficient
pick up at the end of the session.

3.20pm - we play a game together whilst people
are putting their things away

3.25pm - snack time! We're being guided by
what the children like but malt loaf is probably
the most popular! It's crumpets tonight though.

3.30pm - outdoor play. A time to play with
friends, run off end of day energy and chill out.
The blue bibs help the adults keep track of the
children easier!

4.15pm - First pickup time and then we go inside
for homework, crafting and themed activities.
These have included science experiments, baking,
crocheting and role play and much more!

5pm - Second pick up time and then time for
those who are staying to wash hands for supper.

5.05pm - hot supper. This week we've enjoyed
chicken & chorizo jambalaya, spuds and sauce,
meatballs, mezze and tonight is make your own
pizza.

5.30-5.35pm - usually we're finished supper by

then, children have helped tidy up and we'll play

a game together, read some books or get a board
game out.

All'in all, a fun time at the end of the day!

Sessions are bookable 7 days in advance and if
you're feeling really efficient, you can book a
whole half term at once!

We take childcare vouchers or payment through
Scopay too.
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Diary Dates Autumn term 2025-26

These are diary dates for parents for the next fortnight until the next newsletter is out.

Our website is also updated with all of these new dates and will now be up to date as we've bravely moved to an online
diary for all staff!

INSET dates for 2025-26 are:
Monday 23™ February
Tuesday 24™ February
Monday 15" June
These are days when staff are undertaking training and children are not in school.
Breakfast club nor Clubhouse run on these dates either.

Date Who does it Time Notes
apply to?
Tues 18t Year 1/2 team | 4pm Kurling competition @ Danebury School - letters have been sent out
Wed 19™ | ALL épm Mobile phone workshop for parents
PARENTS
Thurs 20th Lower School | All day Indian dance workshop
Fri 21st ALL All day Last day to place advance Christmas tree orders (they’re WAY cheaper than
anywhere else!)
DECEMBER
Mon 1st ALL 12 Days of Christmas begins
Fri 5t ALL 3.30pm Carols around the tree
5.30pm Light Switch on with Year 3 & 4 choir outside St Peter’s Church, High St
Sat 6t ALL 9am - 1pm Christmas tree sale outside St Peter’s Church, High St
Fri 12t Year R & 6pm Nativity in church NO MATINEE THIS YEAR
Lower School
Tues 16t ALL Lunch Christmas lunch - please book in the usual way.
Wed 17t ALL 10am Annual panto trip at Watermill Theatre, Newbury - letter to follow
Fri 19th ALL 1.15pm Finish for Christmas holidays
JANUARY
Mon 5t | ALL | 08.50am | School starts for 2026.
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WE ARE OPEN THIS WINTER!

g = TN 15% OFF
v = YOUR FOOD BILL
THE GLASS HOUSE ‘
AT HOUGHTON LODGE
TEA ROOM & EVENT SPACE AT HOUGHTON LODGE

Come and warm up with us at The Glass House this winter. R S | WEDN ES DAY TO SU N DAY
Enjoy a range of freshly prepared dishes and snacks, fantastic ¥ . UNTIL NOVEMBER 30TH 2025

coffee, as well as a selection of cocktails and wines.

Overlooking the spectacular Houghton Lodge Gardens, it's the
perfect spot for a catch-up with friends or family. We also
have a fantastic private event space for parties.

We have a huge range of events coming up over the coming
months, including special talks, pop-up dinners, and
workshops. Visit our website for all the details.

1\':‘www.gIasshousesfockbridge.co.uk
X info@glasshousestockbridge.co.uk
& 01264 300370

Please support this

lovely local
business! The florists
there is also fab!



