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Primary and Pre-school

Keeping up

This has very much been the theme of my week as
there have been lots of meetings with Hampshire
County Council for headteachers and locally as
groups of leaders as we try to keep up with all the
changes coming our way from Government, whether
it be the Local Government Reorganisation and how
it will affect schools and families through to the
changes to the OfSTED framework (more of this in
January once the first inspections are published).
Leaders from our local cluster of schools met to plan
events for 2026 too!

| have also been showing lots of new families around
for potential September 2026 pupils - there is still
over a month to go until the deadline though so
please, if you do know someone who needs a school
space, point them in our direction.

Mrs Jefferies
Headteacher

Christmas = silly season!

Whilst many of us love Christmas, this isn't always the case for all of our children and there are a number of reasons for this.

For children who have some degree of neurodiversity, we are about to embark on a time of year where school routines and
home routines are likely to change. Noise, smells, sounds, people may also change, there may be new people to meet or coming
into their homes

Whilst we might love the opportunity for children to meet Santa or go to a special event, please bear in mind the capacity your
little person has to deal with all of the overwhelming inputs that will have for your child and some of the success of this will
depend on how well prepared the adults have made the children. Awareness of this on our part is crucial.

If Christmas throws your children off course, these websites might be worth a look for top tips and also to know that you're not
alone.

Sunshine support - a great page on what challenges families face

Fam”V action - iots of useful ideas to help manage this time for your child

Diverse diagnostics - a focus on preparing ahead so that you're doing the work of anticipating managing change
Action for children - some simple by superbly practical tips

In school, we minimize the change by saving it until just the last 2 weeks of term and spread out events so there’s plenty of
‘normal time’ in between them. Children will always be warned ahead of time for our events too.

We have a selection of books that might be useful to use with children at home to help them deal with
Christmas — please speak to any member of staff who can source them for you.


https://sunshine-support.org/being-a-neurodiverse-family-at-christmas/
https://family-action.org.uk/self-help/supporting-neurodivergent-children-at-christmas/
https://www.diversediagnostics.co.uk/neurodiversity-and-the-holidays/
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/development-additional-needs/neurodiversity/send-christmas/

Sports

New Age Kurling Competition

Four brave children from Year 1 and 2 took part in their
first interschool event last week. We travelled to Danebury
Secondary school to take part in a New Age Kurling
competition and the children did brilliantly, finishing an
amazing third against other schools in our cluster. They
worked exceptionally well as a team, showed fantastic
enthusiasm and represented our school beautifully! We are
very proud of their achievement.

Bronze Ambassadors Update

Our bronze ambassadors have been busy creating a variety
of fun games that will inspire children to get active during
their lunchtimes. There has been a larger range of choices
which have been themed across the week. It has included
space hopping, firework dancing and Children in Need hide
and seek just to name a few! Next week'’s choice will be
learning a new sport, and trying to beat our personal best.

Music

Our Musician of the Half Term is

Indi-PoP

Last year we explored K-Pop which opened up the
children to a new culture and new style of music.
The children loved it so now we have a new one!

This half term we are learning about Indian Pop,
also known as Indi-Pop. The children have listened
to different artists and learned about how Indi-
Pop is used in film soundtracks, started in the
1980s and how there are Indian dances made
specifically for them. We also talked about the
term remixing and how this is when music is
changed or added to create texture.

REGULAR a UPDATES

Keeping you up to date with regular goings on in school

Online and phone safety

Many of you may be considering buying your child a phone
this Christmas or at the very least, be being pressured by
your child to get a phone.

| wanted to remind you that we are a ‘smart phone free’
school and do not encourage or support children in having
access to a smartphone. They are simply not mature enough
to deal with the interactions and implications of messages
and in app or social media messages and influencing.

If your child needs a phone for safety eg. to call you if
they're playing in the park without you, some options to
consider can all be found by clicking the logo below:

SMARTPHONE
FREE CHILDHOOD

If you're considering a games console, there is a great
website for you to check all the information about over
3,400 games, a short video extract from each game and how
to introduce parental controls specific to the game. It also
contains info on 195 board games too.

Family gaming
database

Family Gaming

DATABASE

/m 8%

Personal development
Indian dance workshop

Lower School started their workshop by learning about
Bollywood. They found out that in India, 14 million people
watch Bollywood films everyday! They were taught three
different mudra, which we found out was a type of Indian
sign language. We learned spire, path moon and dove. We
combined these with different dance moves to create a
routine which we practiced to music. We performed these
to each other before we created our own mudra that we
added to our routine. Finally, we combined what we had
learned into one final performance.

A sparky in our midst?

Upper School had a brilliant visit from Paul from MG Cavill
the electrical company. He spoke to us about how we make
a circuit, add a switch, light and motor in. He then
demonstrated how to create our moon buggies using wood
and the electrical circuit.

When he did this, he explained how to make our buggy go
forward and backwards by changing elements in the circuit.
We are excited to start creating our moon buggies, that we
have designed, next week. Thank you to Paul for visiting us,
we are looking forward for when you come back to look at
the finished models.


https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/alternatives
https://www.familygamingdatabase.com/en-gb/home
https://www.familygamingdatabase.com/en-gb/home

YearR

Sprat & Winkle have continued their learning
about one more and one less as well as
getting to know the numbers 4 & 5. In
discovery learning, they have been exploring
shadows and sculptures. Mrs Cooper made
a great start on them learning to write their
names and Miss Aplin & Miss Hatt have
continued this in earnest.

Lower School

We've been exploring the fascinating world of
light, getting hands-on with torches to
investigate different light sources and how
reflection works. We've also been busy learning
our nativity songs. Please keep an eye on your
child’s book bag for any lines and costume
information that was sent home this week.

... Last week we welcomed an electrician who

. showed us how to create a circuit with a
switch. This hands-on workshop inspired the
pupils to begin designing their own moon
buggies, which we're excited to start building
soon! We also explored the phases of the
Moon in a very memorable way- with Oreos!

This week, all
activities will run

Clubhouse

This week children have been beginning to think
about Christmas crafts and making jokes related
to Christmas. We've put some jokes onto large
speech bubbles to put up around school over the
next few weeks - each class to have a different
joke each day - we’d love to hear of any (clean)
ones related to Christmas if you have them!

Children have also been foraging on our grounds
for things to make natural Christmas decorations
with in school.

Crafting has become a big thing and Michelle’s
crocheting skills are legendary; she’s inspiring the
children to have a go too!

Food has been plentiful too with a wide variety
of snack items (bigger than ever so we're told by
the children!) and suppers from around the world:
Moroccan lamb & couscous, classic toad in the
hole which went down a treat, veggie curry and
on Friday, burger and waffles with a movie night!

throughout the
waeek until the hall
is all Christmassy!

The Clubhouse

Autumn 2 week 5: 1+ - 5% December 2025

Monday |
1+ Dec

Tuesday
2".1 DEC

‘ Wednesday
39 Dec

Thursday
4™ Dec

Fresh fruit is readily available plus a selection from toast to crumpets to rice cakes and more!

We are blessed with waterproofs and huge space - outdoor play is downtime after the school day for about 45mins.
It might be on the field. in the polytunnel, in forest school, with KitCamp, or on the playground.

Each night, we will read with the youngest children and support Years 2-6 with their homework whether it be spellings,
reading or times tables rock stars. Years 4-& topic homework still needs to be completed at home with you.

Bells

This week, we'll be
decorating the school
hall.

Baubles

Tinsel wrapped hula
hoops will be adorned
with...

Glitter stars

_.bells, baubles, glitter
stars, 30 Christmas
trees & bows.

3D Christmas trees
We'll suspend them
from the beams in the
hall

Bows
For maximum
Christmas effect!

Moodles
(meat free Monday)

Stir fry ves, salmon &
hoisin sauce with
wholewheat noodles

Chicken & chorizo
jambalaya
Succulent chicken pieces
and chorizo cubes ina
mild spicy rice.

Meatballs

Homemade meatballs with
lean 55 beef mince.
Tomato sauce & fusilli plus
garlic bread & salad.

Spuds & sauce

Jacket patatoes with
either beans, chilli (meat)
or veggie chilli filling

Pizza

Make your own lopoings
fram pepperoni, pineapple,
fcrn, peppers, mushroams

Salad platter

Themes this half term:

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

3-7th Nov

10-14™ New

17-21% Nev

24-28™ Nev

1-5™ Dee

8-12" Diee

15-18™ Dec

Bonfire

night Children in need

Transport

Advent & wreaths

Dheck the halls

Santa's
workshop

Chrristmas art

thrive§,




Diary Dates Autumn term 2025-26

These are diary dates for parents for the next fortnight until the next newsletter is out.

Our website is also updated with all of these new dates and will now be up to date as we've bravely moved to an online
diary for all staff!

INSET dates for 2025-26 are:
Monday 23™ February
Tuesday 24™ February

Monday 15" June

These are days when staff are undertaking training and children are not in school.
Breakfast club nor Clubhouse run on these dates either.

Who does it

apply to?

Mon 15t ALL 12 Days of Christmas begins
Fri 5t ALL 3.30pm Carols around the tree
5.30pm Light Switch on with Year 3 & 4 choir outside St Peter’'s Church, High St

Sat 6t ALL 9am - 1pm Christmas tree sale outside St Peter’s Church, High St
Wed 10t ALL 9am Guitar Concert
Fri 12t Year R & 6pm Nativity in church NO MATINEE THIS YEAR

Lower School
Tues 161 ALL Lunch Christmas lunch - please book via Clever Chefs app
Wed 17t ALL 10am Annual panto trip at Watermill Theatre, Newbury
Fri 19th ALL 1.15pm Finish for Christmas holidays

Mon 5th

ALL

08.50am

School starts for 2026.

Parent workshops for Spring term

Parent lunch

To come in the new year:



